PRESS RELEASE
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

MEDIA CONTACT: 	Your Name				
				Your Title at Name of School or Organization
				Your Phone Number
				Your e-mail Address


[Name of School or Organization] Joins Canadian Tradition of ‘Music Monday’ to Inspire Appreciation of Music Education Programs in U.S. Schools and Communities 

Simultaneous Musical Performance Aims to Promote the Benefits of Making Music for Everyone and Kicks off NAMM’s National Wanna Play Music Week

[CITY, State], May 7, 2012—[Name of School or Organization], announced today that it joined the National Association of Music Merchants (NAMM) and the Coalition for Music Education in Canada in the seventh annual Music Monday event yesterday to celebrate the importance of music education programs in schools and the benefits of making music for people of all ages, and to kick off NAMM’s National Wanna Play Music Week.

More than [insert number of participants] participants performed [title of song] at the designated time of [insert performance time] and joined hundreds of thousands of students across North America who participated in a simultaneous concert to demonstrate the galvanizing power of music. In addition, many community and professional organizations participated in the event to show their support for music education.

This year, NAMM encouraged U.S. schools, businesses, organizations and individuals to sing and play together and heighten the public’s awareness about how music education empowers children with important tools such as creativity, achievement and social engagement. Many schools across the country have cut music programs because of lack of funding and cannot offer students the proven benefits associated with hands-on musical training.  

Studies have shown that playing music positively affects the development of cognitive skills in children and teens. The activity also builds confidence, instills self-discipline, increases productivity and helps kids and teens connect socially with their peers. Playing an instrument also provides adults and seniors with stress relief and a quality activity. 

Studies specifically show that playing music: 

· Develops skills needed by an innovative 21st century workforce: critical thinking, imagination, creative problem solving, effective communication and teamwork
· Keeps students engaged in school and less likely to drop out
· Improves the atmosphere for learning and is correlated with better grades and test scores in other academic areas
· Helps communities share ideas and values among cultures and generations
· Provides a sense of both individuality and belonging for teens
· Helps adolescents release or control emotions and cope with life’s more difficult situations
· Provides adults with stress relief, lower blood pressure and sharper mental skills
· Helps seniors continue to learn, socialize and remain active later in life

 [“Insert a quote from school or organization representative about why it was important for your school/organization to participate in this event and what the participants learned from it.”]


About Music Monday
Music Monday is hosted annually on the first Monday of May by the Coalition for Music Education in Canada. The National Association of Music Merchants (NAMM) has supported the Music Monday event since its inception in 2005. In 2007, NAMM launched a U.S.-based Music Monday initiative to help spread the message throughout the United States about the importance of music programs for school-aged children and the overall benefits of making music for people of all ages. Music Monday now kicks off NAMM’s annual “National Wanna Play Music Week,” a week-long effort to encourage everyone to pick up an instrument and play.

The special event demonstrates an appreciation for music in our lives and in our schools. Many schools, along with community and professional organizations, perform one piece of music at the same time. The performance is intended to transcend all genres and unite people through the melody and the act of performing the piece at the same time. The idea is that if one were to open the front door of his or her home and stand on the street on the first Monday in May, one would hear music and the skies would be filled with melody. For more information, visit http://musicmakesus.ca/ or www.wannaplaymusic.com.

About NAMM 
The National Association of Music Merchants (NAMM) is the not-for-profit association with a mission to strengthen the $17 billion music products industry and promote the pleasures and benefits of making music. NAMM’s activities and programs are designed to promote music making to people of all ages. NAMM is comprised of approximately 9,000 Member companies located in more than 52 countries. For more information about NAMM or the proven benefits of making music, interested parties can visit www.namm.org, call 800-767-NAMM (6266) or follow the organization on Twitter, Facebook and Google+.
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